
 

VILLAGE OF SUGAR GROVE 
BOARD REPORT 

TO: VILLAGE PRESIDENT & BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FROM: ANTHONY SPECIALE, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
  BRAD MERKEL, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION: 2020 ILLINOIS TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT 

PROGRAM (ITEP) GRANT  
AGENDA: OCTOBER 6, 2020 REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
DATE: OCTOBER 1, 2020 
 

ISSUE 
Approval of a resolution for submission of an ITEP Grant. 
 
DISCUSSION 
This issue was previously discussed at the November 19, 2019 and the July 21, 2020 
Board Meeting. At that time, the Board determined that once Phase I Engineering for the 
Bridge was completed Staff should meet with the partner agencies to discuss Phase II 
Engineering costs, cost sharing, grant opportunities, and lead agency designation. 
 
Currently, there is no connection between the Virgil Gilman Trail and areas south of the 
Blackberry Creek forcing bicyclists and pedestrians to use Bliss Road to get to the trail.  
The Village Board commissioned a preliminary design report for the Blackberry Bike / 
Pedestrian Bridge Crossing. The report determined that a crossing was viable. The 
contemplated bridge would be located on Forest Preserve District of Kane County 
(FPDKC), property with access through Sugar Grove Park District (SGPD), property. 
 
With Phase I Engineering completed and approved by IDOT, the Village and the partner 
agencies have met and believe that the Village should apply for the ITEP Grant if we 
would like to proceed. 
 
The State of Illinois, Department of Transportation has recently announced an ITEP Grant 
call for projects. The ITEP Grant is an 80/20 grant for eligible costs relating to bicycle / 
pedestrian improvements among other things. A successful ITEP grant could pay up to 
$794,960 leaving a local share of $198,740 with all four agencies contributing equally 
toward the local share (approx. $50K each). The Village’s share of costs related to grant 
application would need to be included in future year budgets.   
 



  

Staff is recommending the Village Board pass the resolution of support for the submission 
of the ITEP Grant. 
 
COST 
There is no cost associated with the passing of the Resolution of Support. Any further 
expenditures for this Grant will be presented to the Board as needed. Ownership and 
maintenance responsibilities will need to be determined if the grant is successful. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Village Board approve Resolution #20201006PW2 in support of the submission 
of the Blackberry Creek Bike/Pedestrian Bridge Crossing ITEP Grant. 



 
 

 
 
 RESOLUTION NO. 20201006PW2 

 
VILLAGE OF SUGAR GROVE, KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR ILLINOIS 

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM AND EXECUTION OF ALL NECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Village of Sugar Grove Board of Trustees supports providing a system of 
bike/pedestrian trails within the Village of Sugar Grove, and the connection of said system to 
regional and state system of trails; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Village Board has considered submitting bike/pedestrian trail projects to the 
Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program to obtain funding; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Village Board has learned that said program can provide up to 80% of 

eligible project costs; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board, Kane County Forest Preserve District, Sugar Grove Park 

District and Sugar Grove Township has determined that it is in its best interests to submit an 
application for Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP) Funds for the construction of a 
bike and pedestrian bridge and path across Blackberry Creek that will provide a direct connection for 
residents to the regional Virgil-Gilman Trail, a golf course, retail, 4 subdivisions, and several public 
parks and forest preserve areas.  

 
WHEREAS, the project would provide direct bike/pedestrian access to the Village of Sugar 

Grove’s retail area, golf course, parks, and the Virgil-Gilman regional trail for nearly 4,000 homes 
located in subdivisions of Windsor Pointe, Prestbury, Black Walnut Trails, and Walnut Woods, 
through connection to the trail systems within the aforesaid subdivisions in Sugar Grove and 
unincorporated Kane County; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Village’s only access from the south to the Virgil-Gilman Trail is an at-

grade crossing at Bliss Road, which is a County Highway with an ADT of 8,600. 
 
WHEREAS, the project would improve travel and provide off-street access for pedestrians 

and bicyclists throughout the Village from schools, residential areas, various Forest Preserves, and 
retail area; allow connectivity to the Virgil-Gilman Trail; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said project will include the design engineering, construction, and 
construction engineering for the Blackberry Creek Pedestrian Bridge and Shared-Use Path, and; 

 
WHEREAS, if successful would include cost sharing agreement with the Kane County 

Forest Preserve District, Sugar Grove Park District and Sugar Grove Township 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Sugar Grove, Kane County, Illinois, as follows: 
 
Authorize the submission of the Blackberry Creek Bike/Pedestrian Bridge Crossing ITEP Grant. 
 
That attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A is a location map of such 
improvements. 
  
 Passed by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Sugar Grove, Kane County, 
Illinois, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 6th day of October, 2020. 
 
 
   
 President of the Board of Trustees 
 of the Village of Sugar Grove, Kane 
 County, Illinois 
 
    ATTEST:   
  Alison Murphy, Clerk,  
 Village of Sugar Grove  
 
 Aye Nay Absent Abstain 
 
Trustee Sean Herron         
Trustee Jennifer Konen         
Trustee Ted Koch         
Trustee Heidi Lendi         
Trustee Rick Montalto         
Trustee Ryan Walter         
President P. Sean Michels         
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