
 

VILLAGE OF SUGAR GROVE 
BOARD REPORT 

TO:  VILLAGE PRESIDENT & BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FROM: WALTER MAGDZIARZ, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION: SETTLERS RIDGE FENCE/SOUND WALL 

AGENDA: OCTOBER 3, 2017 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2017 

 
ISSUE 
Shall the Village Board discuss a request by the Settlers Ridge HOA to construct a 
fence/sound wall along the railroad right-of-way in Settlers Ridge. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The approved development plan for Settlers Ridge included design requirements and 
construction standards for all physical improvements in Settlers Ridge, including private 
lots and common areas.  
 
The Settlers Ridge HOA submitted an application for a fence permit to construct an 8-
foot tall fence/soundwall along the BNSF railroad right-of-way on top of the exisitng 
berms.  The fence material is molded polyethylene reinforced with galvanized steel.  
The fence has a stone appearance on both sides. 
 
The original plan for Settlers Ridge placed open space along the railroad with tall (8-foot 
plus) undulating berms between residential lots and the railroad.  In this instance, the 
berms have been constructed and landscaped and the native landscaping is well 
established.  A fence or sound wall was not contemplated for Settlers Ridge.  The 
requested fence/wall exceeds the maximum 6-foot height that applies generally in 
Sugar Grove and specifically in Settlers Ridge.   
 
The proposed sound wall is limited to a section of Unit 1 where rear yards abut the 
common area along the railroad right-of-way (Lots 76 thru 86, inclusive).  The sound 
wall is intended to accomplish several objectives: (1) provide some attenuation of the 
noise emitted by passing trains; (2) provide visual privacy and physical security for 
future residences that will back up to the railroad; and, (3) provide a measure of safety 
for residents as there are areas in the plan where common areas are adjacent the 
railroad and makes the railroad property accessible to the public. 
 
Since the fence is on common area owned and maintained by the HOA, the HOA will be 
responsible for the repair and maintenance of the wall. 
 



 

If the Village Board supports the concept of a sound wall along the railroad the 
approved development plan will need to be amended to include it.  Coincidentially, 
Village staff and Coast Oak continue to draft a revised PD District (per the annexation 
agreement amendment) and we can incorporate the sound wall in the amendment and 
address the conformity to the approved development plan in this manner. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 Wall specifications, location map and examples 
 Original landscape plan with wall location illustrated 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Village Board provide input and direction to Village staff in order to respond to 
the permit request and, if needed, prepare the necessary changes to the PD District 
currently being drafted. 
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