
October 3, 2017 

Board Meeting 

Village of Sugar Grove 

6:00 PM 

 

President Michels opened the meeting at 6:00 PM and asked that Trustee Montalto lead the 
pledge lead the Pledge.  The roll was then called. 

Present:   President Michels, Trustee Herron, Trustee Koch, Trustee Montalto, Trustee 
Johnson, and Trustee Paluch 

Quorum Established. 

Also Present:  

Administrator Eichelberger, Clerk Galbreath, Finance Director Anastasia, Community 
Development Director Magdziarz,  Attorney Andersson, Streets Supervisor Payton, Director of 
Public Works Speciale, Chief of Police Rollins. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None.  
 
APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

None. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR ACTION 

President Michels called for any public comment.  No member of the stepped forward and this 
item was closed. 

CONSENT AGENDA  

a. Approval:  Minutes 
b. Approval:  Vouchers 
c. Approval:   2018 Meeting Calendar  
d. Resolution:   Railroad Street Storage Building Repairs 

 
Trustee Johnson moved to Approve the Consent Agenda.  Trustee Herron seconded the 
motion.  President Michels then called for a roll call vote. 

AYE: Koch NAY: None ABSENT: None 

 Johnson     

 Montalto     

 Herron     

 Paluch     

Motion Carried 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS  

Resolution: Release of Bond for Public Improvements and Grading - PIRHL  
Trustee Herron moved to adopt an Resolution Releasing the Bond for Public 
Improvements and Grading - PIRHL.  Trustee Paluch seconded the motion.   Chief Rollins 
explained that the car would be donated to Fox Valley Career Center.  President Michels then 
called for a roll call vote. 
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AYE: Koch NAY: None ABSENT: None 

 Johnson     

 Montalto     

 Herron     

 Paluch     

Motion Carried 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Settlers Ridge Sound Wall 
 
Community Development Director Walter Magdziarz stated that the approved development plan 
for Settlers Ridge included design requirements and construction standards for all physical 
improvements in Settlers Ridge, including private lots and common areas.  
 
The Settlers Ridge HOA submitted an application for a fence permit to construct an 8- foot tall 
fence/soundwall along the BNSF railroad right-of-way on top of the existing berms. The fence 
material is molded polyethylene reinforced with galvanized steel. The fence has a stone 
appearance on both sides.  
 
The original plan for Settlers Ridge placed open space along the railroad with tall (8-foot plus) 
undulating berms between residential lots and the railroad. In this instance, the berms have been 
constructed and landscaped and the native landscaping is well established. A fence or sound wall 
was not contemplated for Settlers Ridge. The requested fence/wall exceeds the maximum 6-foot 
height that applies generally in Sugar Grove and specifically in Settlers Ridge.  
 
The proposed sound wall is limited to a section of Unit 1 where rear yards abut the common area 
along the railroad right-of-way (Lots 76 thru 86, inclusive). The sound wall is intended to 
accomplish several objectives: (1) provide some attenuation of the noise emitted by passing 
trains; (2) provide visual privacy and physical security for future residences that will back up to 
the railroad; and, (3) provide a measure of safety for residents as there are areas in the plan 
where common areas are adjacent the railroad and makes the railroad property accessible to the 
public.  
 
Since the fence is on common area owned and maintained by the HOA, the HOA will be 
responsible for the repair and maintenance of the wall. If the Village Board supports the concept 
of a sound wall along the railroad the approved development plan will need to be amended to 
include it. Coincidentally, Village staff and Coast Oak continue to draft a revised PD District (per 
the annexation agreement amendment) and it can incorporate the sound wall in the amendment 
and address the conformity to the approved development plan in this manner. 
 
The Board questioned whether trees would work as well and if a sound wall may just deflect the 
sound to other areas and asked staff obtain pricing on a sound engineer’s opinion.   

 
Purchasing Policy 
Finance Director Anastasia stated that staff has been working on formalizing policies that are 
followed.  The policy presented this evening is the policy that is currently followed by staff and it 
is recommended that the Board formally adopt the procedures by resolution at this next 
meeting.   
 
The Board reviewed the policy and agreed with the recommendation. 
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CLOSED SESSION 
Trustee Johnson moved to adjourn to Closed Session at 6:15 to discussion Land 
Acquisition and Personnel.  Trustee Paluch seconded the motion.   .  President Michels then 
called for a roll call vote. 
AYE: Koch NAY: None ABSENT: None 

 Johnson     

 Montalto     

 Herron     

 Paluch     

Motion Carried 

Trustee Montalto moved to reconvene to Open Session at 7:15 p.m.  President Michels left 
the meeting and Trustee Johnson then called for a roll call vote. 
AYE: Koch NAY: None ABSENT: None 

 Johnson     

 Montalto     

 Herron     

 Paluch     

Motion Carried 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 
 
REPORTS 

Reports from all liaisons were given.    Trustee Montalto stated that he and President Michels 
had met with other governmental bodies and they have begun to work on bring musical and 
other cultural events to the community.   

 AIRPORT REPORT 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT  

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  


