Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Response Plan

On July 1, 2008, the Illinois Department of Agriculture confirmed the presence of the Emerald Ash Borer
(EAB) in Sugar Grove. The infestation was discovered in a clump of Ash trees located on an eastern
landscape buffer at the rear of the Jewel / Osco store adjacent to Capitol Drive. Natural Path Urban
Forestry was contacted and conducted a survey of the Jewel / Osco property and the surrounding
subdivision of Windsor Point. Infested Ash trees were noted in both locations during this survey. With
the discovery of the EAB, the Public Works Department has created a response plan to address both
public and private needs during this infestation. The response plan includes:

Inspection:

All ash trees within the Village right-of-way will be inspected annually for signs of EAB infestation
including: “D-shaped” exit holes, crown stress, branch sprouting and basal sprouting. If necessary, any
ash tree may be subject to a bark peel (destructive survey) if conditions or signs of EAB are present and
it is necessary for confirmation.

Removal:

If an Ash tree is deemed to be in poor or worse condition or is confirmed to be infested during
inspection, it will be marked with a white “x” which signifies that eventually removal will be necessary.
Removals will be scheduled based on overall condition of the tree, with any Ash noted to have 50%
crown die back or greater given priority removal. Ash trees exhibiting lesser symptoms of EAB or that
are in early stages of infestation will be noted and scheduled for lower priority removal. These trees will
continue to be monitored during inspections. Residents will receive a letter from the Village prior to any
Ash removals that provides additional information regarding the removal and reforestation process. The
goal of this process is to create a buffer zone to slow the spread of the borer, since the adult beetle has
a half-mile flight radius after emerging from the tree. This process is called selective reduction.

The Public Works Department cannot remove infected trees on private property. Ash trees needing
removal on private property shall be removed by a tree service chosen by the property owner from the
[llinois Department of Agriculture’s list of compliant companies. The lllinois Department of Agriculture’s
Compliance Agreement guidelines and specifications can be found on their website under the Emerald
Ash Borer link (lllinoisEAB.com).

Treatment:

In December 2012, the Village updated the EAB Response Plan to include treatments for dealing with
EAB. During the inspection stage, if an Ash tree meets criteria for treatment, it is marked with a white
“0” or dot and treated immediately. Criteria for treatment includes but is not limited to: crown die back
of 20% or less, no basal sprouting, minimal bark splitting or exit holes and surrounding insect pressure.

The Village has chosen to treat the root system of the Ash trees with Mallet brand insecticide. The active
ingredient is Imidicloprid, the same ingredient used in over counter brand treatments such as Merit or
Marathon. A maximum rate of 0.4 fl oz. of Mallet per diameter inch on tree (ex: a 7” diameter tree
would get 2.8 fl oz. of Mallet) is mixed into 10 gallons of water and poured directly on the root system of
the tree. As the roots absorb the mixture, the treatment is distributed throughout the tree. The



treatments will be completed on an annual basis. While there is little danger of harm to pets and
children, it is recommended by the manufacture that the treated area be avoided until it has dried.

The hope is to slow the infestation and the deterioration of the Ash trees. However, should some Ash
trees be saved, that would be an added benefit. Starting in the Spring of 2013, soil drenches were
completed on all Ash trees deemed in “Good” or better condition. The treatments will be done on an
annual basis.

Replacement:

The Village offers a 50/50 Cost Sharing Program for the replacement of removed trees. Information on
the program is included with the letter sent to Residents prior to removal. The costs of the replacement
trees vary based on species and planting is completed in the Spring and Fall annually. The program has
limited funding is offered on a first come first served basis.

If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact the Village of Sugar Grove
Public Works Department at (630) 466-7508 or visit our website at www.sugar-grove.il.us.




